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the existing order is worth preserving or even capable of
being preserved; they feel with shame how greatly England's
reputation has declined during the last decade, and they
endeavour, by dint of noisy demonstrations, to cry halt to
the world's history. Can such a barren policy as this hope
to find allies among the great Powers ? " 1

(c) " The Koran says : ' The Mussulmans alone are men ;
despise all other nations : they are impure/ For a State
which lives and must live in conformity with such laws as
these, there is no longer any room in Europe. The expulsion
of the Asiatic peoples from the ground of Western culture
is a duty, which, up to the present, one.century after another
has left unfulfilled; and even now, so it would seem, the
great task will be but half accomplished. Yet even this
half-success is a gain for civilisation, and it is all the more to
be prized, since it is preparing a well-merited humiliation
for the policy of England. The fallacious security of insular
life has bred in the English State and people an arrogant
disregard for the feelings of foreign nations, such as no
continental nation would venture to indulge. The tone of
the English press, in discussing foreign affairs, exhibits a
sinister similarity to those arrogant utterances which marked
the newspapers of the declining republic of the Netherlands
at the beginning of the eighteenth century ; in each case the
nation attempts to console itself for a loss of power by a
morbidly exaggerated self-confidence. It seems altogether
to escape the observation of these serenely self-satisfied
islanders, that gradually their fundamental contempt for all
progress in international law, and the professional bias of
the British authorities against all foreign ships, are working
upon the public opinion of the whole of Europe, and that by
degrees an immense hatred and disdain for England has
accumulated on the Continent. Of the sense of justice of
the British people one more edifying example has just been
afforded in the annexation of the Transvaal Republic, an
absolutely flippant proceeding, which had not the excuse
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